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The More I Think Attentively at Night, The More He Glows ** 

 

When death ended Nadhem Hikmat's life, and the soul was fresh, and man lives in what is 
called years of formation and all horizons appear bright and the spirit is carried with 
ambitions and eagerness. The age was different and the years were different. At that time 
as I remember that I have read an essay by a writer whose name is Rafeeq Khouri in a 
monthly review called "science", which is issued by Dar Al- Elm Lilmalayin in Beirut. The 
essay was un elegy, for the great Turkish poet - the writer touched the poet's poem that he 
said, " after someone's death, colleagues, friends, lovers will shock for a moment and 
sadden slightly, talk about him for some time, then it does not take time before they forget 
him after one year." Rafeeq finished his essay by a question, " Do we forget Nadhem 
Hikmat after one year?"   

On the seventh of current April, one year exactly passed since the departure of late, Sultan 
Nagi from our world to the perishable abode.  

But Sultan is different we will not forget him as happened to Nadhem Hikmat; Sultan is far 
from oblivion after a year or more, he is alive in spite of absence of his body, or perhaps 
such form of absence allows us unfortunately as soil thrown in its places, allow us with 
sorrow to feel the features of this man and the donation of the researcher to contemplate 
some moral lessons and directions of his method and manner. We will never repeat saying 
how significant the task and how worthy it is to scrutinize, we will content ourselves with 
helter – skelter which are the entire artifice.   

It is said that the human being, the researcher and guide were mixed in the personality of 
Mr. Sultan that it is impossible to separate between them or to determine where any of 
these meanings end and where the other starts. When he met us, his voice seemed low 
and his tone was quiet and less talking as if he were fed up with speech itself. He used to 
say what he had as he did not say or as if what he said was disputed, not worth 
mentioning. One day, he was talking to an American researcher when he said to her that 
his Marxist friend, who studied in the Soviet Union, had a great deal to establish society 
that combined various Yemeni writers and silenced for a moment as if he were not saying 
anything.  

What is the matter of tissue of petty human details?  He is in the background of the picture 
which teem with glaring colors and noisy voices which are made by soul of despotism 
seeking to loot the human being, the right of thinking and every choice, besides decision - 
making, unless you remember shades or spectra in that wonderful theater.  

Therefore it is natural that Sultan shines, and the pale faces wither with illness, despair 
and hopelessness; and it is natural that the truth retrieves its rehabilitation. He is true that 
the social dialectic or the objective laws of the social development, will impose themselves 
decidedly, that these laws never fabricate. In addition, no matter what the suppression 
takes long time, it doesn't expire.   

Have you called out an alive?  



 

 

Unfortunately the painful absence materializes in the other side, in the whole year no 
printing for anything of his vital books, despite the prescription of time and using up the 
copies for long time, and tens of his researches and studies scattered in journals and 
reviews have not been collected, classified or scheduled for publishing. Also some of his 
strict writings as presentation of books and translations, which he left behind, have not 
been published. It is enough that time is not too late.  

Various suggestions have remained visible that people repeat talking about when 
someone dies at his departure and in the forty days remembrance, which are then 
neglected due to everyday problems and busy life then pushing these reminiscences to 
oblivion. Among these suggestions was professor Hisham Ali's idea when he confirmed to 
organize a session once a year or twice either by  the Yemeni Association for History and 
Monuments or both centers of studies in the two universities of  Aden and Sana'a to carry 
the name of Sultan Nagi's session in the recent and contemporary Yemen's history.  

The idea of naming one of centers of scientific researches in the Yemeni homeland in his 
name remains visible. Also, Department of History in High College of Education which 
Sultan was one of its founders who taught and advanced a squad of its current professors 
should be decorated with a bust of him.  

A Book That He liked  

It is conventional for the civilized world, the cultural circles welcoming on the occasions of 
publishing a book or books which contain between its both covers a set of researches 
presented to the concerned or publish a book of his production that  a team of specialist 
assume to study his feats and actions. There is a matter as a good ideal, it is no doubt that 
many people remember  that Sultan Nagi was fond of the book of R. J. Gavin titled "Aden 
Under British Rule 1839 -1967", published in London in 1975. Truly, Sultan Nagi was 
charmed with that book and attracted him in many aspects, perhaps because it met the 
basic element of any method including history to be acquainted with a great amount of 
data and then start off. Sultan Nagi translated an abstract published in Arab Gulf journal 
which is issued by Arab Gulf Studies Center in Basra University that late promised to 
translate it completely in case of any publisher will stand the expenses.  

How great it is if the Ministry of Culture, one of our universities or perhaps Al-Ekleel journal 
due to its specialized nature buy the right of the book translation from the publisher and 
distribute it in entire Arab World, provided that the translation should be by a team of 
Sultan Nagi' colleagues, students and lovers. How beautiful it will be when presenting this 
to the remembrance of Sultan Nagi next year mainly the country where he lived and died 
while he was wishing the unity of the country that resulted in its division forever.   

Here! One year passed after Sultan Nagi's death which is not as the previous years nor as 
the coming year, this year is unrepeatable, it left its impressions in history and the great 
operation which took place rapidly, people's steps toward the unity of homeland reached 
the point of no return, it is one way forward, no place for  marking time or relapse. It is 
misery to turn around democracy which is a condition of existence as Dr. Abu Baker Al-
Saqqaf said as all the living people agreed.    

In this good season that we live, time passes irregularly, but Sultan Nagi will remain in the 
conscience.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

* Extracted from article.  

** For more details bout the book of "Aden Under British Rule" as mentioned above, see 
"list of works".  



 

 

 

 

 


