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In the First Anniversary of Death of Sultan Nagi **

In the first half of this year 1991, the first anniversary of death of well-known historian,
Sultan Nagi will emerge on us, that in his death the country and its history lost one of the
intellectual and cultural great figures. He was born in 9 January, 1936 and died in 7 April,
1989, that the time distance between his birth and his death, mainly at the beginning of his
educational and cultural maturity which was full of researching work useful for his people
and country. Therefore, it is possible to present a humble table of contents for his most
important works....This little out of abundance of researching legacy of Sultan Nagi which
occupied a large area of Yemen as time and as a geographical patch.

The historical writing method of Sultan Nagi is distinctive by a set of traits and features, the
most important are:

A)

B)

C)

D)
E)

F)

A study of Yemen's history for all periods of time and his studies and researches
extended from the period of old history up to the contemporary stage.

The researching work of Sultan Nagi was not limited in the common history but
preceded from general to special history, from political history to social and cultural
history, this diversity required arduous and hard efforts and reviewing hundred of
references and documents. In this diversity, he proofed his good scientific ability in
the field of historical recordation.

Some of the deceased's writings were distinguishing from the viewpoint of uniting
vision for the Yemeni history, that he did not divide the history to a group of histories
for petty Yemens.

He was interested in translation due to his excellency in English.

With respect to Sultan Nagi, the objectives of translation were different, and can be
determined in three objectives, they are as follows:

Creation of scientific connection between the Yemeni Arab historian and western
historian.

Presentation of western objective vision toward some problems of Yemeni history
for the Yemeni and Arab reader.

Uncover and expose the deformed colonial writings for the period of British colonial
presence in the south of Yemen.

The way of Sultan Nagi ranged between associative and narrative methods and the
analytical method. The associative and narrative method appears in part of his
works that he presents much information and leaves its analysis so that the reader
can form an opinion by himself or perhaps he returns to his desire that he will not
give prejudgements in some issues in which the research and examination have not
yet been finished, besides collecting and documenting the references and
documents of Yemeni history was not complete.

G) The references used in his studies and researches were not documented. The

deceased had his own point of view regarding the matter of documentation that he
considered particularly the exaggeration in the use of footnotes and margins as
intimidation and confusion to the reader who is no need of it. Also, he thought that
using the margins would prolong the area of sheet of sheets of paper for the
research work.
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In the sessions of eulogy which held in Sana'a and Aden, the Yemeni Association of
History and Archeology decided to appraise the educational and cultural role of the
deceased, Sultan Nagi as a teacher and a historical writer. All such speeches requested to
gather the scattered heritage of deceased, Sultan Nagi in journals and reviews, to be
published in one book or more, and to publish his manuscripts or such manuscripts in
press. But unfortunately, no things has been done, but the anniversary of his death passed
without commemoration or speech of remembrance to whet the resolutions and eagerness
to alive ancestors. Does it mean that there is a great number of scientists in the country
that the new one abolishes those who departed for ever? Or maybe the problems of life
make people forget everything even themselves?

Today, the dream of all people has achieved, particularly the alive writers of history and
the dead, those who lived that dream in the files of the past, those who struggled for the
return of history from letters and lines of books to reality. We hope that the departments of
culture, publishing and scientific research to give attention to intellectual heritage for all
historians who died before appearing the dream to reality, including our historian
professor, Sultan Nagi. The unity of the present and future is in need of the past. The roots
of problems of the present development lie in the depths of the past; that past is written
down in the history books which were collected and analyzed by the Yemeni historian in
particular and the Arab historian in general since Wahb and Nashwan to the time of Al-
Shamahi and Sultan.

We hope, and the history is waiting, it is the science about which Ibn Khaldoon said in his
introduction "know that the art of history is an art of noble precious school, has much
benefits, of noble end, that the history acquaints us with the situations of ancients people
so that the benefit of imitation can be achieved for those who wish."

In the anniversary of Sultan Nagi departure, the Yemeni Association of History and
Archeology will accept the moral, scientific and professional responsibility to give attention
to the published and manuscript heritage for those historians and archeologists who
departed recently or long ago in order to be guided by their actions which are a source of
luminance for us in our scientific orientations.

* Extracted from article

** The late historian, Sultan Nagi died on Thursday, 6 April, 1989 and not as mentioned
above.
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